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Sound Business Practices for Quaker Publications
Theme of 2006 Annual Meeting April 27 to 30 at Powell House

Sound business practices for Quaker publish-
ing and bookselling will be the focus of the 2006
QUIP Annual Meeting, April 27 to 30 at Powell
House, New York Yearly Meeting’s retreat center
in Old Chatham, NY (near Albany). Quaker authors,
publishers, booksellers and others interested in
exploring ways to better promote the ministry of the
word are encouraged to attend.

The schedule includes a mix of practical in-
formation, deep worship, informal fellowship, some
necessary QUIP business sessions and a full mea-
sure of fun. Discussion time will be available to
grapple with the challenges and stresses facing
those presently involved in Friends publishing. (See
minute 05-26 on page 2 of this newsletter for a pro-
posed agenda.)

TL Hill, Assistant Professor in the General and
Strategic Management Department at Temple Uni-
versity, will lead several sessions drawing on his
13 years experience as co-manager of New Society
Publishers. Since receiving his MBA he has been
a consultant for the Small Business Development
Center, the founding director of the Family Busi-
ness Alliance, and a teacher of action learning
courses. He specializes in entrepreneurship, eco-
nomic development and social ventures.

Chris Faatz, religious book buyer for Powell’s
Books in Portland, OR, will join us to talk about his
work and present a workshop. Other workshops ex-
pand on our theme, providing small group time to
explore using financial statements effectively, self
publishing, calculating publishing costs and sound
business practices for periodicals.

On Saturday afternoon attenders can choose
from several excursions, near and far, or walk on
the beautiful Powell House grounds, in woods that
serve as a bird sanctuary.

Saturday evening, Cathy Whitmire, author of
Plain Living: A Quaker Path to Simplicity, will share
her experience as the author of that book and a
book on peace she is just completing. Plain Living,
selected as one of Amazon.com’s best of 2001, “is a
collection of the sayings of Friends (ranging from
Margaret Fell and Isaac Penington to Jan Hoffman
and Patricia Loring) which speak to every aspect of
living a spiritually centered and simple life.”
(QuakerBooks.org website)

QUIP, an international trade association of
Quaker book and periodical publishers, authors,
booksellers and web-development professionals,
welcomes all Friends to attend meetings and ex-
plore becoming a member. Annual Meeting regis-
tration materials will be available early in 2006 at
www.quaker.org/quip or by contacting Bruce
Hawkins at bhawkins@science.smith.edu or Liz
Yeats at quip@2quakers.net or 512-719-4283.
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We encourage Friends who have not paid
their 2005 dues to send them immediately to
Betsy Muench, QUIP Treasurer, at 24 Dewey
Road, Lexington, MA 02420  USA. If you  have
questions about subscriptions contact Betsy at
781-862-2839 or betsymuench@juno.com.

Many QUIP members pay dues at the time
of the annual meeting. This practice has led
to some continuing confusion. At mid-year
meeting we minuted a new practice. Begin-
ning in 2006 dues should be paid by the 15th of
February.  We hope that Friends will experi-
ment with this new practice to see if it helps
end the confusion.

Calling All Remaining 2005 Dues
2006 Subscriptions Due February 15
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Mid-Year Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2005
Friends Southwestern Burial Ground
Upper Darby, PA

Present: Bruce Hawkins (promotions clerk), Betsy
Muench (treasurer), Liz Yeats (QUIP Administra-
tor), Barbara Hirshkowitz, Sally Rickerman, Lucy
Duncan (recording clerk, acting clerk)
Regrets: Barbara Mays and Elizabeth Cave

05-26  Proposed Program Agenda for Annual Meet-
ing from April 27-30 at Powell House
We approved the following proposed program for the
annual meeting:

Thursday, April 27th

4:00 Gather for Tea, perhaps invite local Quaker inten-
tional community to join us

5:30 Dinner
7:00 Opening Worship

Panel Presentation andOpen Forum – Balancing
Ministry with the Bottom Line – four presenters
will tell brief (5 minute) stories of grappling with
this issue and then we will invite participants to
join in the discussion.
  Liz Yeats and Lucy Duncan agreed to put this to
gether.

9:00 Epilogue

Friday, April 28th

7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Worship
9:00 Speaker-Using Your Income Statement as a Tool

to Focus Program
10:30 Break
10:45 Meeting for worship with attention to business
12:30 Lunch and break
3:00 Workshops

1)  Financial Statements as Information Tools: How
to design them for Publications and Bookstores
presented by Betsy Muench.
2)  Advantages and Disadvantages of Self Pub
lishing with possible presenters including a self-
publisher, Lucy Duncan (bookstores), and an es-
tablished publisher.
3) Something pertaining to publishing costs such
as how to calculate publication costs, best prac-
tices etc. presented by Barbara Hirshkowitz and
another publisher.
4) Sound Business Practices for Periodicals pre
sented by someone involved in periodicals.

5:30 Dinner
7:00 Opening Worship

Speaker – Focusing Your Mission and Your Work
9:00 Epilogue

Saturday, April 29th

7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Worship
9:00 Business
10:45 Break
11:00 Chris Faatz from Powell’s Bookstore –

Reaching Religion Book Buyers from Independent
Bookstores

12:30 Lunch
1:30 Field Trips or exploring the grounds

We agreed to offer two options for excursions:
1) The Shaker Village Museum and Old Chatham
        Country Store
2) Olana, the Hudson River School painter
        Frederick Church’s home designed in Moorish

                        style by him with lovely views and grounds.
  Less formal excursions would be exploring the
bird sanctuary on the Powell House grounds or
visiting the Alpaca Farm next door.
  We will ask registrants to indicate their prefer-
ence on the registration form so that we can an-
ticipate transportation needs.

5:30 Dinner
7:00 Author presentation to which we invite local com-

munity folk. [Cathy Whitmire has confirmed.]
9:00 Epilogue

Sunday, April 30th

7:30 Breakfast
8:30 Worship
9:00 Business
10:30 Break
11:00 Worship
12:30 Lunch and departures

  Lucy agreed to contact the speaker and further
discern the focus of those two presentations. Bar-
bara Hirshkowitz agreed to coordinate logistics and
communicate with Powell House about a deposit.

05-27 Newsletter
Bruce will send out an e-mail announcement of the
annual meeting with presenters that are confirmed
and with a link to a .pdf on the website of a typeset
version of the newsletter.  The content of this e-
newsletter will include minutes (with unconfirmed
names omitted), an announcement of confirmed
presenters with some fanfare, registration mate-
rials and a promotional ad for Whispers of Faith. A
printed version of the newsletter with the registra-
tion materials and more details about the program
will be mailed in February.

05-28 Treasurer’s Report
Bruce will send out an ’05 dues reminder right away
via post.  A request to pay ’05 dues will also be in-
cluded in the newsletter.  We agreed that hence-
forth dues will be due on February 15th each year
and that early in January the promotions clerk will



3WWW.QUAKER.ORG/QUIP

send out a mailing asking that the dues be paid by
February 15th.
We received a £250 contribution for Whispers of
Faith from Britain Yearly Meeting’s publications
committee.  Lucy agreed to write a note thanking
them.

05-29 Administrator’s Report
Liz has worked a total of 61 hours since the annual
meeting.  Most of it has been spent on the newslet-
ter, but a significant portion has also been spent
on researching grants and writing them.  Liz men-
tioned that it would be good to spend some of her
time on promotion.  We need to circulate the exist-
ing QUIP brochure more widely.  We agreed to post
it as a PDF on the website so that individuals can
print it and circulate it.  We asked that Liz con-
tinue her work on the newsletter and we will hope
that our receipts are enough to pay her what we
have budgeted.

05-30 Reviews on the Web
Only one person has volunteered to write reviews
so far.  Liz has been working on a grant but needs
help from the working group making a budget and
clarifying the process for this project.  Funds would
be needed for digitizing all reviews, clearing copy-
right on existing reviews, designing this part of our
website, finding reviewers and soliciting reviews.
Lucy will contact Peter Daniels and ask that he
work with the working group, Liz and the clerks to
move this project forward, at least so that Liz can
finish writing the grant proposal, before the annual
meeting.  Sally Rickerman volunteered to serve on
the working group and we approved her participa-
tion.
In the meantime, Bruce will put up links to Barclay
and FGC as sources for reviews.

05-31 Marketing List Management
Liz has received only one response from a person
interested in participating in the marketing list
initiative.  Because of this the meeting decided to
wait to move this forward until we have considered
it further at the annual meeting.  We agreed to
leave the information up on the website as a way
to further assess interest in this project.

05-32 Grant Proposals
Liz has researched sources for funding for the book
review project and for the marketing initiative.  She
has found four funds that are likely potential
sources for these projects.  In the process of her
research she came upon the Lindley Murray fund
which is focused on diversity.  Liz proposes an in-
ternship funded through the Tacey Sowle fund
which would bring an African, Asian, or Latin
American Friend interested in learning publish-
ing processes, bookstore operations, or some other

skill from a member of QUIP around the time of the
annual meeting for 3-4 months.  We asked Liz to
write up this idea for presentation at the annual
meeting.

05-33 Website Changes
The re-designed website is up and running.  Some
changes were suggested and Bruce will implement
them.  He asks that Friends send him additional
comments.

05-34 Glenthorne Deposit
We asked the treasurer to send Glenthorne a de-
posit of £500, approximately £20 per person.  Lucy
agreed to ask Elizabeth to find out likely fees to
present at the ’05 annual meeting.

05-35 2006 Mid-Year Meeting proposed date and
location
We proposed meeting on September 16th, 2006 and
asked Sally Rickerman to find a meeting to house
us in the Philadelphia area.  She will seek out hos-
pitality if needed. [Date changed to October 28.]

05-36 Minute of Appreciation for Lucy & Graham
Thanks to Lucy, Graham and Simon for a fine job
providing hospitality for this meeting in their home.
Special thanks to Lucy for stepping in as the sole
clerk for this meeting while providing soup to nuts.
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