Peace and love, - Beth Burbank
OTHER DOCUMENTS FROM BUSINESS SESSIONS

NORTHSIDE EPISTLE (See Minute 27)
Greetings of Peace.

Northside Friends Meeting has entered into a Sabtear. We have decided to
lay aside much of our normal business, suspending our noomahittees, in order
to liberate more time for our community to grow togeths a community of faith.

The poet W.B. Yeats wrote in his po&he Second Coming: “Turning and turn-
ing ... things fall apart, the center cannot hold.” Toeagdegree this was the ex-
perience of Northside Friends.

Our State of Society Report shows an activeyigggMeeting: individually and
corporately we were striving to do good things in the eydd nurture one another,
and to keep true to the Light. What the State of Sodieeg not show is that we were
finding much of our activity fruitless, our attempts tatnte empty, our faithfulness
to the Way frustrated. We suspected that our apparent unitiyabiity to do things
and do projects — was hiding a deeper disunity.

And so we were inspired to take a year’'s Sabfesth During this time, we hope
to listen more closely to the Spirit in worship and ialatjue with one another. We
desire to clarify our understanding of what it meanset@uakers — members of a
peculiar religious community.

We want to take on those really big issues: meshig marriage, faithfulness
to the Testimonies, the meaning of ministry. We saadtesume these important
concepts have common meanings but we have found in thebpractice that we
often lack a common understanding about how they opierated among us. We
wish to find a way to clearly articulate the unitg find in worship and thereby find
a direction for our future.

If all this sounds more like Sabbatbtrk than Sabbathest, we can assure
Friends that we are committedwork. We also joyfully share with Friends that, as
we have labored through the difficult process to initiaie special time we have
found that, indeed, the burden has been light and sweebR&eomfort in the fact
that other Friends meetings have taken this path and fenedved vitality.

Because we are part of you, we ask that you shardetlicated time with us.
Come worship with us. Invite us into your Meetings for gzsand fellowship.

Above all, lift us to the Divine Light: as therk we undertake is a spiritual
work, the support we seek is spiritual as well.

We are Your Loving Friends.

ADOPTED FAITH AND PRACTICE SECTIONS
Concerning this Book of Faith and Practfgroduction, See Minute 39)

Early Quakers had a vivid sense of the Holy Spgian active presence, trans-
forming themselves, their dealings with each other, ameiire world. They hon-
ored each person’s direct access to the Light, yet awgagee of the frailty of human
judgment. Their response was to develop practices of comiisteaing, seeking,
and discerning. Meeting for worship, meeting for busireasd,some more special-
ized practices were all developed to allow the grougarifg and support individual
guidance and revelation. Today, Quakers continue to reefsee, and hand on their
characteristic practices of corporate listening andimggibecause these practices
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work.

The practical details of this corporate listgramd waiting are of immediate
concern to all Quakers. We have insisted on an open aiyd $feared ministry; as a
result, the on-going life of our meetings is shaped to aaaxtinary degree by each
meeting’s members. Caring for ourselves and one anatbll—calling forth the
Holy Seed effectively—requires (and elicits) very careftdrgion. Each situation is
a fresh opportunity, yet our experimental approach hasladody of experiential
learning.

Quakers have naturally supported each other bingtepproaches that have
worked well in the past: methods of listening, discernamgl, acting that have relia-
bly embodied our core leadings, especially in situatibasrecur again and again. A
book of Faith and Practice records such shared learnirggHirtogether for the
guidance of meetings and their members, and endorstids(icase) by the Yearly
Meeting. Books of Faith and Practice exist to coachthlgriveetings and Worship
Groups, individual members and attenders, in how tofoataemselves and each
other in basic ways. Books of Faith and Practice haweegrto be effective means to
convey our faith, inspiring and guiding expression of thiet$deadings.

ThisFaith and Practice is intended as a guide to Friends’ characteristic prac-
tices, embodying the wisdom and experience of lllitvaarly Meeting Friends. Not
every detail of every practice described here will #itbal life situation of every
Meeting or Friend. It would be unfaithful to insist titta¢y be followed in preference
to the Spirit’s present guidance! Nevertheless, we lrded to assemble here de-
scriptions of tested ways of doing things, practices itlvbe good to follow when-
ever practical, apart from unusual circumstances aiadeadings. Thiaith and
Practice also includes perspectives on the spiritual meaning andlyindecoher-
ence of our current practices, often in the formxakepts from Friends’ writings.
Glimpses of this deeper pattern can illumine our usuatipea¢ and can guide im-
provisation in exceptional cases or new circumstandesselpractices and perspec-
tives have empowered our meetings to find unity and maveafd in that unity —
both unity with each other, and a deeper unity in and wéhily Spirit.

Dearly beloved Friends, these things we do not lay upon you as a
rule or formto walk by, but that all with a measure of the light
which ispure and holy may be guided, and so in the light walking
and abiding, these things may be fulfilled in the Spirit, - not from
the letter, for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.

Meeting of Elders, Balby, Yorkshire, England, 1656

MEMBERSHIP (Faith & Practice section, as approved in Minute 50)
Attending Meeting

Visitors to meeting should be welcomed, and ekentto help them understand
and relate to Friends’ ways. Study groups in which nevendérs mix with experi-
enced members can help, as can easy access to Quatergmadicals, and pam-
phlets. Regular attenders should be invited to participdteifife of the Meeting —
to observe and take appropriate part in our distinctiveswwaworship, business, and
committee work, and in our potlucks, work projects, angisties. Membership in
the Saociety of Friends is membership in the monthlgtmg community. The best
orientation to a meeting may be the opportunity to lib it8 members while they do
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what they care about.

Attenders may wish to discuss their spiritual gaatsconcerns with Friends
before making an application for membership, or befeeérfg any clear interest in
applying. Experienced Friends should be alert to this pligsibnd make them-
selves available for such discussion. Attenders whbtfiemselves nourished by
their involvement with Meeting, comfortable with &nids’ approach and testimonies,
and interested in taking up the responsibilities of imenship, should be encouraged
to consider membership.

Sometimes long-time attenders act with the respiiity and commitment
hoped for in members, and feel that they are membet$lhut name. A Meeting
might gently encourage such attenders to join, as a neétreith-telling and integ-
rity. But occasionally committed attendance is thbtrihoice for someone, and
should be respected.

Applying for Membership

An attender who wishes to join begins by makifymal request to the
monthly Meeting. Usually this takes the form of a lettéhich often will describe
the nature or history of the applicant’s interest ierttls. The clerk of the meeting
shares this request with the Meeting during a meetingusiness.

A clearness committee to visit with the appitda either appointed directly by
the meeting for business, or (especially in largertimgs) by the Meeting’s ministry
and oversight committee. An effort should be made tmsé discerning Friends; the
applicant’s closest associates will not always beoties best suited for this service.
In a very small meeting, it will often be best for fleeting to act as a committee of
the whole.

The clearness committee visits with the apptigaa spirit of expectant waiting
and tender searching. Beginning and ending the visit in svarghip is appropriate,
as is taking time, during the conversation, to cethbgn and to seek guidance.

The clearness that is sought is two-fold: Is tiesright step for the applicant?
and, Is this the right step for the Meeting? Topicsitteag help shed light on this
include the applicant’s knowledge and expectations of thetiMg and of Friends
generally, his or her religious background and journey,awarsce with our testimo-
nies, and degree of comfort with the variety found amaorenés.

In some circumstances, a single visit withapplicant will be sufficient; in oth-
ers, multiple visits may seem appropriate. Sometitmesommittee will find it help-
ful to meet together before or after the visit. Tleamess committee and the appli-
cant should keep in mind that they seek a solid clarityeasthess about the deci-
sion, not any pre-determined result. At times, a sgdrness is reached quickly and
easily; other times, clearness comes only after|diut may be just as strong. Some-
times, the clearness that is reached will be thatiteis not right for membership —
that the applicant or the Meeting is being led titv@ccasionally the clearness may
be that membership in the Society of Friends is noBttiet’s leading for an appli-
cant. If applicant and committee remember that theigdhk clearness that allows
faithful action, then these outcomes can be seen és/pames.

If the visitors were appointed by a ministry awdrsight committee, that com-
mittee generally hears their report and makes a reeprdation to Meeting. If the
clearness committee was appointed by meeting for busiheszkes its report di-
rectly to meeting for business, optionally including aoremendation.

In either case, the decision to accept a persomietobership is made and min-
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uted by the Monthly Meeting in its meeting for businesghdigh the meeting for
business needs enough information to make a faithful decig@osonal information
not directly pertinent to the decision should not be inaude

Membership of Children

Children in our midst, regardless of their mentiiprstatus, should be treated as
full participants in the life of the Meeting. Meetings ddiwe nurture all children
and young adults in making informed decisions with regatidem membership,
when the time is right.

Parents who are members may request membeostiligir children. Some
monthly meetings consider children to be full membetkef3 consider them to be
associate members. Still others offer parents tbelof either full or associate
membership for their children. Associate membershiprdifrom full membership
in that it does not extend indefinitely, but must beffieraed by the individual at
some point. lllinois Yearly Meeting has not feltai@bout setting any particular age
at which associate membership is dropped, and leageditficult matter to the dis-
cretion of monthly meetings. Meetings are responsibledatinuing a caring rela-
tionship with associate members as they mature, arehfmuraging them to apply
for membership when they are ready, whether befoadter the end of associate
membership.

A request that a child or children be recordedtireecategory of membership
may be made at the time of the child’s birth or adoptiomat the time of the par-
ent(s) acceptance into membership, or later. A chilgl be recorded at the request of
one parent and with the permission of the other. Paregtesting full or associate
membership for their children should intend to raisertlas Friends within a meeting
community. Parents may also choose to request no eertlfior the child, leaving
the matter to the young person’s own leadings, as heeanatures. Monthly meet-
ings should adopt clear policies about the membershigsstéimembers’ children
for whom no request is made. The Meeting has a resjligsidosee that children
recorded in membership, along with other children amonlav& opportunity to
reflect on their commitment as they grow toward adulthood.

Monthly meetings are encouraged to respect @ubst parents’ decisions re-
garding their children’s welfare in these matters. Somest (especially when a fam-
ily of Friends transfers from another meeting) thipees and support will involve
wrestling with a category of membership, or a comiimes choice, not previously
used in the meeting.

There is no minimum age for applying for memberfibr one’s self. Some
young people are ready for membership at an early ages ¢#kerlonger to mature
into a sense of clearness about their spiritual patbodate members, and young
people not recorded in membership, may request full mempestthemselves us-
ing the procedure described above, at any age at whiclfetfley leading to do so.
Sojourning Members, Transfer of Membership, Isolated Bsen

Friends living temporarily at a distance frdrait home meeting, and near
enough to attend another meeting, should usually reqyestisiog membership in
the meeting they are attending. Members who have movethpently to another
area should transfer their membership to their n@stimg. These arrangements go
beyond record-keeping, allowing the individual to be fagthtrand honest about his
or her real commitments, and helping meetings care forbees in a practical way.

Either change is initiated by requesting a Idtten one’s previous or home
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meeting, to the new meeting. Unless there is compekiagon, a letter recommend-
ing the Friend to the new meeting is prepared (by ogesselerk, or in another ap-
propriate way), signed by the clerk, and forwarded ¢éaw meeting. Meetings
generally treat Friends sojourning among them as menthérsptify their home
meeting when they leave the area. A home meeting drtassferring member

from its rolls when it receives confirmation that trev meeting has received him or
her into membership.

Both members and persons interested in Friendstsoes live too far away
from a meeting to attend regularly. The mere factvidj at a distance from one’s
meeting does not alter membership. Options for such pemsdude establishing a
relationship with a meeting near enough to visit mikcally, participation in Quar-
terly and Yearly Meetings and conferences of varidnds, and forming a small
worship group with others of like mind in the area. Mahthe monthly meetings of
lllinois Yearly Meeting began in just this way.

Termination of Membership

A person may resign from the Society of Friendd,should do so if he or she
feels strongly out of accord with the faith and pract€ Friends, or remains unwill-
ing to participate in meeting for a very long periodimie; a meeting may terminate
membership if it becomes clear that this is the catseanperson. Real life circum-
stances are usually ambiguous and difficult to interprenfis may drift away until
their lives show no evidence of interest in continoneainbership, yet feel reluctant
to break with the past—perhaps for sentimental reasons, thatgsefrom a deep, if
dormant, sense of calling. Some distance themsaftersa conflict in Meeting and
never fully return; others find that they are led totheir energy exclusively into
another spiritual path, yet retain membership. OftemBs@eed years to come to
clarity about such issues. The underlying truth is dftdeast a little different from
the explanations offered quickly and casually. Sometimekwid need to be healed
before any real clearness is possible. There is moiemntial for hurt in inquiring
into an inactive member’s intentions—but there is alsohnpatential for hurt in ig-
noring such situations. Meetings should explore such igihsawith real tenderness,
taking however much time is necessary.

When it becomes clear that someone no longerdatiavolvement with the So-
ciety of Friends, the integrity both of the meeting ahthe former Friend will gen-
erally be best supported by releasing that person from mshijpeFriends recog-
nize that faithful pursuit of God'’s leadings may engage wsifwardly different
paths; ideally, a termination of membership can helgahmeer member focus more
clearly on the path to which he or she is actually The possibility of affectionate
relationship with the meeting community, and withride within it, is by no means
terminated by such action.

LETTER TO FWCC TRIENNIAL IN NEW ZEALAND (See Minuté5)

lllinois Yearly Meeting has been asked if thare concerns to forward to the
upcoming Triennial of the Friends World Committee for Giasion, for considera-
tion and mutual endeavor by this wider body of Friends.rnguour annual sessions
in 2003 we took an extended time of open worship to refleethat central issues,
arising from the life of our Meeting, we would wish to drapize. The following re-
marks are distilled from spoken ministry, were united wittthieybody, and urged to
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be conveyed by our representatives:

|. Because we are a part of FWCC, we were able toetieipants in the Section
of Americas’ recent “Conference on Quakers’ Responsteet&Growing Danger of
Global War and Terrorism” (the “Guilford Peace Cosfere” last January). Reflect-
ing how one of our Young Friends—a delegate from this Iy édeeting—
responded to the Witness of God in that gathering, wthsee important strands
coming together that are dear to the life of lllinéearly Meeting, and which we
commend to Friends everywhere. At that conferenceything man who grew up
among us heard of the massive suffering from genocidfa st the Great Lakes re-
gion of Africa, and he also learned of Quakers’ coopezafforts involving Burundi
Friends and the Alternatives to Violence project. Gatithis young man to seek the
clearness and support of his Monthly Meeting to partieipat workcamp project
for rebuilding and reconciliation. We are inspired by¢bavergence of (1) a con-
cern to learn more about and to express our histosce”gestimony, (2) the avail-
ability of creative Spirit-led Quaker projects for hamasvolunteer service to allevi-
ate suffering, and (3) the valuable resource of energatitgypeople being nurtured
in our midst and growing into leadership for our ReligiBasiety.

I1. lllinois Yearly Meeting speaks from the land of piesr where fires set by Native
Americans and lightning burned back the forests, amdified the deep roots of the
prairie vegetation, which formed the rich soil whismbw a breadbasket of the
world. The corn and soybeans which surround our hestoeetinghouse and stretch
to the horizon remind us of our wealth in a world obtese inequity. For 13 years
our yearly meeting has had a growing concern for a raationship with all of
God’s creation. We have established an Environmentaté@oa Committee and in-
stituted a recycling program. On our grounds we ardiptnative plant species. In
our planning of a new building and renovation of the oldareetrying to be environ-
mentally sensitive, utilizing recycled materials amergy-efficient construction. We
have approved a minute on population and the environmertiawéeexpressed our
concern in the North American “Friends Committee onyJwith Nature” through 5
members serving on the FCUN steering committee.ddnar members is treasurer
of Right Sharing of World Resources.

We provide this background to underscore ourftibléé many of the world’s
problems—war and poverty especially—find roots in the osesumption of the
world’s resources by our growing population, and the tremendisparity in access
to these resources among the world's people. As wef@ightill greater shares of the
world’s fossil fuels, our larger society seems unmindfuhefimpact of environ-
mental stresses, such as global warming, on all people—dradldde on the planet.
This growing concern has fed our long-standing Quaker coricepeace, a central
focus for our yearly meeting.

We have shared these concerns with the hopthth&WCC Triennial will ad-
dress these issues:

- the unsustainable growth in use of our natural resourcans bpsustainable
growth in the world's population.

- the degradation of God’s creation brought about by th@ires consumption.

« the growing inequity in distribution of the world’s wealth.

- the need for increased devotion to the peace testiwfahg religious society of

Friends.

I11. During the past year as the United States has pursuedse of war, many
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Friends in this country have also felt attacked, angeradufeand isolated; we want
Friends and other people of the Earth to know of thienBls have also shown a con-
tinuing concern about racism. These two issues seemite in a desire of Friends to
take responsibility for the behavior of our larger sbciHow can we find our way
into increasing international community in such a waycehelp our country trans-
form its arrogance and violence? Can Friends helmow khat we are not alone in
this, and that our dissident voices in this country asechand embraced by the
world's peoples?
IV. Our incoming Clerk spoke of a clear vision that caorteer as she sojourned and
worshipped where Margaret Fell and George Fox had stood. Saimbéeven more
aware of the Christian roots of Quakerism. And evenawitlan insistence that all
become Christians, she deeply felt that when we aogagh of our roots, it harms
us: it impedes our relationship with other (non-Quaker)stibns, and it prevents us
from hearing genuine ministry from some in our own Ntegt We were urged to
meet the fear that some of us have from the abusesie versions of Christianity,
and let God overcome this in us.
V. We ask the prayers of Friends as we resist ard tlyange policies of our gov-
ernment. And we are aware that for our efforts to ek-grounded and rightly-
ordered, our social witness must grow out of the witpé&od in our hearts, and
that Presence in our gathered Meetings.

- Bill Howenstine, David Finke, Ann Eckert
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