A Welcome to Friends with Children

Fifteenth Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends sponsors religious education programs for children in three age groups (4 to 7 years; 7 to 10 years; and 10 years and up), plus nursery and child care for children younger than 4. First Day School classes take place from 11:00 to 11:45, whereupon children join their parents in Meeting for Worship; nursery and child care lasts until 12:00.

The goals of First Day School are to familiarize children with Quaker traditions, to provide a sense of community, and to make the Meeting a hospitable place.  

Interested parents are welcome to attend meetings of the Religious Education Committee, which meets at the rise of 11:00 meeting on the third First Day of the month, and plans our activities for children.  Please speak to Ann Kjellberg (kjellzer@pipeline.com) for more details.

In order to protect the children’s safety and silence in Meeting for Worship, we ask that parents observe the following recommendations.

Please bring your child to the classroom on your first visit and introduce yourself and your child to their teacher.

When you go into Meeting for Worship, please sit in a seat accessible to the northernmost door, to the right as you enter the Meeting, so your children can find you when they arrive from First Day School at 11:45.  Parents are responsible for the supervision of their children during Meeting for Worship.

Childcare is provided during the social hour at rise of meeting from 12:00 to 12:45.  If you need our childcare person to be exclusively responsible for your child during this time, please check in with him or her.  Otherwise the childcare person will supervise play but will not restrict the movements of your child. 

Children are asked not to play in the back courtyard during announcements.  

Childcare is available during Monthly Meeting for Business, Religious Education Committee Meeting, Quarterly Meeting, and other committee meetings as announced.  Please check your child in with the childcare provider at the beginning of the meeting.  Please inform your child that they are not to leave the supervision of the childcare provider except by permission. (Children under seven years of age will remain with the child care person at all times.)

The Committee Room, the Music Lounge, and the balcony are off-limits to children except under adult supervision or by special permission.  

Please remind your children that we share our space with Friends Seminary and they are responsible for cleaning up after themselves if they have been using any of our shared spaces unsupervised.  Please check any spaces your children have been playing in without supervision before leaving the Meetinghouse.

Lunch will be provided, and a snack at around 3:30.  Contributions for meals are welcome and can be made to the childcare person.

For safety reasons, children are asked to wear their shoes in the Meetinghouse and Courtyard.

We would be grateful if you and your child would read these guidelines together and then sign them and return them to the Religious Education Committee, so we know you have seen them.  We welcome your additional suggestions:

Parent__________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                          

Child___________________________________________________________________
Date____________________________________________________________________
Please contact Ann Kjellberg or other committee members if you have any questions about the Meeting’s arrangements for children.

Ann Kjellberg: 212 645 3346/kjellzer@pipeline.com

