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It’s November,
Time for Fall Creek Retreat!

Hello!

Is it just me, or has any-
one else thought that we’ve
had a particularly beautiful
fall this year, with gor-
geous skies, fantastic foli-
age, and mostly pleasant
temperatures?

We’re heading quickly
into the holiday season, but
before that, we have the
annual retreat at Fall Creek
Meeting in Pendleton, Ind.,
to look forward to.

This year’s gathering is
set from 6 p.m. Nov. 20 to
2 p.m. Nov. 22. That’s the
Friday evening through
Sunday afternoon immedi-
ately before Thanksgiving.

The weekend will feature
a mix of socializing, ser-
vice and worship.

Following the October
retreat’s focus on the 200th
anniversary of the Miami
Quarter and the history of
area Friends, there was
interest among participants

LOCATION: The Fall Creek Meetinghouse, near Pendleton, Ind.,
is less than 3 miles east of Pendleton, on the north side of
Indiana Route 38 (called East State Street within town). The
village of Pendleton is about 30 miles northeast of Indianapo-
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to explore the question:
“Where did all the Quakers
g0?” So, the program will
focus on that question, with
emphasis on some of the
many activities and pro-
jects in which Friends are
involved today.

The traditional bonfire

will be part of the week-
end’s activities, as will a
service project. Craft mak-
ing was another request, so
we’ll have that, too.

And there will be time to
simply relax and enjoy
being together.

A recap of the Oct. gathering in Waynesville/Wilmington

A combination of busy
fall schedules and various
illness kept the turnout
numbers low for the
OVYM teen retreat Oct. 17
-18, but those of us who

gathered at the Red Brick
Meetinghouse in Waynes-
ville had a good time to-
gether nonetheless.

The theme for the week-
end, which was also Miami

Quarterly Meeting, was the
200th anniversary of the
Miami Quarter.

We learned that the Quar-
ter was founded after the
(continued on page 2) -

Fall Creek retreat 2008.

Ohio.

Upcoming events

e Nov. 20-22: The annual retreat at Fall Creek.
(See article).

o Feb. 12-14: Winter retreat in Lexington (Ky.).
o June 26 through July 3: Annual service trip.
e July 4-10: FGC Gathering in Bowling Green,

o July 28 through Aug. 1: Yearly Meeting at
Earlham College in Richmond, Ind.



October retreat recap cont.

(continued from cover)

a mass migration of Quakers left South
Carolina to settle in the Northwest Terri-
tory in protest of slavery.

Miami Monthly Meeting member Mil-
ton Cook, whose ancestors were part of
that historic migration, talked to us about
the history of Friends in Southwest Ohio.

The stories were inspiring, thought-
provoking, and humorous.

We were especially struck by the his-
tory of the split that left two meeting-
houses sitting across the street from each
other. We laughed at the story of the
recording clerk jumping out a window
with the Meeting minutes, and marveled
at the mental image of buggies pulling up
for worship and family members disem-
barking on opposite sides to attend sepa-
rate Meetings.

Milton also shared some of the colorful
ghost stories he tells when he leads the
popular seasonal “Haunted Tours”
through town for the Friends Boarding
House Museum, of which he is board
president.

We were grateful for the time Milton
took with us, and appreciated his exten-
sive knowledge about Quaker history.

We also visited the Friends Boarding
House Museum and took some time to
explore some of Waynesville’s renowned
antique shops.

In the evening we made apple crisp and
played Apples to Apples.

Teen Committee Meeting (Oct. 2) Summary

SERVICE PROJECT: Adam is a blur as he chops up brush (to be chipped later)
as a member of the crew that spent some time Sunday afternoon, Oct. 18, helping
with the Lytle Creek greenway project in Wilmington. Besides chopping and mov-
ing brush, OVYM teens, Middle Youth, and guests removed invasive plants and
reseeded an area with native flowers. The work was part of an ongoing effort to
reclaim and rehabilitate the Lytle Creek greenway that runs through the Wilming-
ton College campus and town. Thanks to Lori Williams for facilitating!

Teen’s Meeting for Business Summary

Some of the items discussed during a
brief business meeting at the October
retreat included:

* Fall Creek Retreat: The theme “Where

Have all the Quakers Gone” was chosen.

An interest was expressed in revisiting
the house-gutting project in Indianapolis
as the service project. Interest in craft

making also was expressed, and there
was agreement to make crafts to sell as
a fundraiser for the summer service trip.

* Summer service trip: The Alaska
group will be invited to join us. With
that in mind, the group leaned toward
limiting the distance to be traveled, to
maximize time together. The topic will
be explored further at Fall Creek.

The OVYM Teen Committee met Oct.
2 in Cincinnati. Some of the topics cov-
ered included:

e Summer service trip. The 2009 trip
to Alaska prompted discussion about
implementing a major,
“international” trip every four years.
A suggested destination for 2012 is
Jamaica, where JT travels each year
and has multiple contacts.

e Late spring gathering. The idea to

host a long weekend gathering that
also includes Middle Youth and
Young Adult Friends was well re-
ceived. The gathering would imme-
diately precede the service trip, in
which transitioning MY first join the
teens. We will look into the avail-
ability of the Happy Hollow facility.

e Also discussed were ways in which

adults involved in youth activities can
help and support teens in their desire to
take on more responsibility within their
community. The Ministry and Nurture
group formed by the teens during the
Alaska trip might serve as a good model.
The Committee will continue to discuss
the topic with input from the teens.

The next Committee meeting will be a
telephone conference at 10 a.m. Nov. 14.
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OVYM Fall Creek Retreat!

What: The annual retreat at Fall Creek Meeting in Pendleton, Ind.
When: 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 until 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22.
Where: Fall Creek Meetinghouse is less than 3 miles east of Pendleton, Ind., on the north side of Indiana
Route 38.
Theme: As a follow up to our October theme onthe 200 "anni ver sary of the Mi ami Qu
der- ing: OWhere did all the Quakers go?6 Wedl |l |l oo
rary Quakers are involved along with spending time playing games, community building, social
izing, eating, worshipping and worship s-haring
day, and wedl | make crafts to sell as a fundr a
Query: What Quaker work has made an impression on you?
Cost: $10 (Let the Youth Secretary, Carol Simmons, know if the cost is a problem. Checks should be
made out to 0Ohio Valley Yearly Meetingo)

Please Bring: Compl et ed registration form with a guardiands sign
sired), pillow, clothes and shoes suitable for spending some time outdoors, toiletries, games,
ideas. We will be sleeping on the meetinghouse floor and cooking our meals together.

Questions: Call Carol Simmons (Youth Secretary) at (937) 2324250 or e-mail:
ovymyouth@yahoo.com

TEEN ACTIVITY GUIDELINES

The Teen Committee of the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends has approved the followgddelinatefonthe conduct of tegn
activities under its care. We urge parents and teens participating in these activities to read and discuss thieserggidies. The Teen Committee crg-
ated these guidelines to fulfill its legal responsibilities and to clearly and equally express its expectationsdo all concer

Teen events sponsored by the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting are open to all teens connected to the Yearly Meetingdaeesieir it goals of these gather-
ings are: to nurture and strengthen the Quaker identity of Yearly Meeting teenagers, to have fun and establishvioestdshgmether, and to participate i
service projects. It is our expectation that all those who participate in these events will be guided by the figlesving princ

1. Games, movies, discussion and other activities will be consistent with Quaker values of equality, simpli@be iatefjsgryjze to others.
2. Participants will not bring or use drugs (except for appropriate medications), tobacco*, or alcohol at teen events.

3. Participants will not engage in sexual activity at teen events.

4. Participants will focus on inclusive behavior and will avoid exclusive relationships in order to build a unified group.

5. Participants will not bring or use fireworks, weapons, or other objects of a violent or harmful nature at teen events.

6. Participants will be respectful of the buildings and property of retreat hosts.

7. Participants agree to abide by further egenprated guidelines appropriate to a particular event.

8. All Participantd teen, guests, youth leaders, and voluiiteelisshare in the responsibility of establishing and meigtan atmosphere of re-
spect, trust, safety, and community.

9. By signing a parental consent form, parents indicate that they retain their responsibility and liability fosiatayriegugeany event sponsored
for their teens by the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.
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Registration and Medical Release Form

2009 OVYM Fall Creek Retreat
Pendleton, Ind.
Nov. 20-22, 2009

Name

Home Address Phone
City/State/Zip

E-mail Address Grade
Birth date Monthly Meeting

| give permission for my above -named son/daughter to at-
tend the OVYM Teen Fall Creek Retreat from 6 p.m. Nov. 20
to 2 p.m. Nov. 22 at Fall Creek Meetinghouse in Pendleton,
Ind. I give the Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting staff and its volun-
teers permission to obtain emergency help for my above -
named son/daughter, and | hereby release the Ohio Valley
Yearly Meeting, its staff and its volunteers from liability for
any injury or illness that my son/daughter may sustain dur-
ing this retreat. | will be responsible for the costs incurred
for any medical treatment. In the event that my
son/daughter needs special medications and is unable to
administer them, | give permission for an adult to administer
the medications

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian Date

(or self if 18 years of age or older)

Please print the

name of Parent/Guardian

How will your son/daughter return home?

Medical History and Information

Present Medications, schedule and dosage
(also list over the counter medications, e.g.
Advil)

Medical History/Concerns

Date of last tetanus shot

Allergies?

Family Doctor

Insurance Company

Policy Holders Name?

Policy #

I an HMO, please give phone number

Teends Soci al Security

Parentsd® or Guardians?®o
during the retreat.

Name/Number

Name/Number

Please have your son or daughter carry a
copy (or photocopy) of his or her insurance
card to the retreat.

num

Eme



