






       

June 14, 2008

MINUTE ON NRCAT STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE

(adopted June 14, 2008)


Lake Erie Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) endorses the Statement of Conscience promulgated by the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT).  The statement, endorsed so far by 130 religious organizations, reads as follows:



“Torture violates the basic dignity of the human person that all religions, in their highest ideals, hold dear.  It degrades everyone involved –

policy-makers, perpetrators and victims.  It contradicts our nation’s most cherished values.  Any policies that permit torture and inhumane treatment are shocking and morally intolerable.



“Nothing less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of the nation.  Let America abolish torture now – without exception.”


We note that several Quaker organizations have already endorsed this statement, including three Yearly Meetings, 23 monthly meetings (one of which is Ann Arbor Monthly Meeting) and the Friends Committee on National Legislation.


Monthly Meetings are encouraged to consider endorsing this Statement of Conscience and participating financially in the NRCAT initiative.  To learn more about a June 28-29 nationwide vigil and a Sept. 11-12 national summit in Atlanta, Friends should refer to:

www.tortureisamoralissue.org
