March 6, 2010

TO:  LEYM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FROM:  DAVID LORE, CHM, LEYM PEACE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT:   COMMITTEE REPORT

Two members of the Peace Committee and a visitor met during Representative Meeting but all members of the panel were contacted in February about possible topics for discussion and action during Yearly Meeting in July.  These include:

1. Afghanistan: The Obama administration has committed 30,000 additional U.S. troops to the fight, claiming this surge will allow withdrawal to begin by 2012.  There is now also the question whether the administration will hold to its announced schedule to remove all combat troops from Iraq by the end of 2011.

2. Pentagon Budget: The administration is asking for $708 billion for 2011, which includes near $200 billion for the Afghan and Iraqi wars.  Obama's three-year spending freeze would not affect the Pentagon budget

3. Iran: The Obama administration is positioning warships and missile batteries to counter Iran's missile development program and asking Congress for tougher sanctions. 

4. Nuclear Weapons:  The U.S. has yet to ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Test Ban Treaty signed by former President Clinton in 1996.  President Obama in April called on the Senate to act but it will take 67 votes, meaning bipartisan support in a very partisan Congress would be a necessity.

5. The Death Penalty: The Death Penalty Information Center released its "The Death Penalty in 2009: Year End Report on December 18, noting that the country is expected to finish 2009 with the fewest death sentences since the U.S. Supreme reinstated the death penalty in 1976. Eleven states considered abolishing the death penalty this year, a significant increase in legislative activity from previous years, as the high costs and lack of measurable benefits associated with this punishment troubled lawmakers.  

During Representative Meeting, David Lore (chairman), Betty Ford and visitor Kathleen Peabody (Ann Arbor) discussed several additional topics, including the prevention of future wars, the need for “peace” planning in the Pentagon and the lack of legal aid for illegal immigrants rounded up for deportation.

Kathleen Peabody brought to our attention the recent initiative in the State Department to form a “Civilian Response Corps” to work on the prevention of conflicts as well as the call for a new post of “chief of reconciliation and stabilizastion” in the Defense department.  Ann Arbor is also supporting fundraising for legal aide for immigrants.  These initiatives will be explored more during Yearly Meeting. 

NOTE: At 2009 Yearly Meeting, our committee took up the issues of cluster bombs, cuts in funding for AFSC, displaced persons at the Zharawa Camp, torture, military exports to Israel and the National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund.

