College Park Quarterly Meeting

Winter 2010 – 1st Month, 16th Day
OPENING PLENARY
Our first plenary session opened Saturday morning, 1/16/2010, at about 9:30 a.m., following a period of worship, at Berkeley Friends Meeting, with about 100 present.
1.  Welcome, Roll Call & Introduction of Guests

Presiding Clerk Eric Sabelman (PA) welcomed us to today’s gathering of College Park Quarterly Meeting, which is somewhere between the 203rd and 211th meeting, and we will try to clarify this.

Assistant Clerk Doug Milhous (RD) read the roll call of meetings and worship group, with attenders rising as their meeting was called.  Friends from the following monthly meetings and worship groups (WG) were present: 

Appleseed, Berkeley

Central Coast

Chico

Davis

Delta

Friends House (WG)

Grass Valley

Humboldt

Lake County

Live Oak

Marin

Monterey Peninsula

Oakland (WG)

Palo Alto

Redding

Redwood Forest

Sacramento

San Francisco

San José

Santa Cruz

Strawberry Creek

Sierra Foothills (WG

There were no Friends present from the following meetings and worship groups:

Fresno, Mendocino, Napa Sonoma, Reno, Southern Humboldt WG, Ukiah WG, and Visalia.

We welcomed Laura Magnani, Interim Director of AFSC’s Pacific-Mountain Region; Paddy Coreris, Friends House Development Director; John Helding, a member of San Francisco Monthly Meeting who is sojourning at Lopez Preparative Meeting in NPYM and traveling this week on Quaker Quest ministry; and Andrew Secrest, Berkeley Friends Church.  

We heard arrangements for the children’s and teens’ programs, and various announcements.  Interest groups to take place after lunch were introduced: 

1.  Climate change activist group, led by Karen Street (BE);

2.  War tax resistance, led by Steve Leeds (SF) and Janet Hale (PA);

3.  “Attic Material”: meeting records, led by Eric Sabelman (PA); and

4.  Challenging Proposition 8, led by Tom Farley (PA).
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PLENARY I_   
1.  Friends House report:  Kale Williams, Clerk of Friends Association for Services to the Elderly, reported.  [attachment #1]
2.  Nominating Report :  Jim Anderson (CH), Nominating Committee Clerk, reported, bringing two names forward:  Jesse Frey (SC) and Molly McLaughlin (SC) as Arrangements Coordinators for CPQM Spring Quarterly Meeting.  (Attachment #2]

3.  Liability insurance:  Clerk Eric Sabelman (PA)informed us of repeated requests 

made by facilities we use for Quarterly Meetings and has received bids for coverage.

Minute 2010-Winter-1:  We approved asking our Clerk, in consultation with 

Finance Committee, to arrange for liability insurance coverage for our CPQM 

gatherings.
4.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Paul Harris (RF) gave his report, which was 

accepted.  (Attachment #3]

5.  Other business and brief reports:

(a) Mental Health issues:  Emelyn Buskirk (LO) asked Friends to contact her with our 

concerns, expertise, and interest in updating the mental health resource manual.

(b) Electronic communications working group:  Clerk Eric Sabelman (PA) asked 

Friends interested in working on our website and email list to contact him.

(c) Changes in California Non-Profit Law:  Lanny Jay (RF) informed Friends that recent legislation (AB 1233) may mean that incorporated monthly meetings may need to revisit their bylaws.  He will send information to monthly meetings and to the corporations under CPQM care.

 (d) Pacific Yearly Meeting representatives:  There are proposals to change the roles of monthly meeting representatives to Pacific Yearly Meeting and of PYM Representative Committee.

(e) Ben Lomond Quaker Center:  Brian Vura-Weis (PA), clerk of Quaker Center’s board, reported.  [Attachment #5)  Brian also gave us news of the Casa de Los Amigos and Mexico City Monthly Meeting, and encouraged Friends to go to the website, www.casadelosamigos.org for more information. [Attachment #4]
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6.  Clerk’s message on our theme:  Presiding Clerk Eric Sabelman (PA) spoke to the theme of “Clearing Out Our Attics” and the keeping of meeting records.  He shared a 1996 CPQM document on “the future of College Park Quarterly Meeting” and queries on the mission of our Quarterly Meeting.  Our Clerk commended Tom King (SJ) for his work on the history of San Jose Quakers, encouraged Friends to help Tom King put this into publishable form, and shared further reflections.  [Attachment #5]

We made arrangements for lunch, worship-sharing, and interest groups, and heard announcements.  We closed at 11:25 a.m. after a period of worship.
PLENARY II_ 

1.  Nominating Committee:  Jim Anderson (CH), outgoing committee clerk, brought for the second time the names of Jesse Frey (SC) and Molly McLaughlin (SC) as Arrangements Coordinators for Spring Quarterly Meeting.  We approved these names.

Sarah Tyrrell (BE), incoming committee clerk, asked Friends to assist Nominating Committee by letting the committee know our interest and availability to serve our Quarterly Meeting.

2.  Ministry and Oversight Committee:  Elizabeth Boardman (SF/DA) shared queries from College Park Quarterly Meeting in 1970. [Attachment #6]

3.  Registrar’s Report: Denis Thalson, Registrar, reported that 91 adults, 6 children, and 11 or more teens were present.

4.  Reports from interest groups: 

(a)  Challenging Proposition 8:  Sandy Farley (PA) reported for the interest group, which brought the following request:  “We ask monthly meetings to consider their relationship to civil authority in the matter of marriage.  Should we continue our civil role while marriage is not available to same gender couples?  This is an opportunity to voluntarily separate church and state on this issue.”  CPQM Ministry and Oversight Committee will include this request in its “Quick Notes” letter to monthly meetings.

(b)  Meeting records:  Eric Sabelman (PA) reported for this interest group.

Minute 2010-Winter-2:  We approved requesting San Francisco Monthly Meeting to receive and store College Park Quarterly Meeting records, as recommended by the interest group on record-keeping.

5.   Presentation of Monthly Meetings’ founding documents & heirlooms:

The following Friends presented aspects of their monthly meeting’s history.  More information about these presentations is available from these Friends or from informal notes taken by the Recording Clerk.

(a)  Berkeley:  miriam berg

(b)  San José:

(c)  Santa Cruz:  Clarke Dixon-Moses

(d)  San Francisco:  Bruce Folsom

(e)  Appleseed:  Bob Madrone

(f)   Sacramento:  Joe Ossman

(g)  Palo Alto:  Ray Rischpater

(h)  Redding:  Doug Milhous

(i)  Davis:  Elizabeth Boardman

(j)  Delta:  Judy Bunting

(k)  Fresno and Visalia:  Marge Leavitt (SC)

(l)   Marin:  Tom Farley (PA)
Bob Runyan (CH) reflected on CPQM history within the context of the history of Friends.

Cecelia Fitzgerald Cook (LO) reported for the teen program.  There was no report from the children’s program.  We noted that Ernest Bicknell was the oldest attender today at 97 years old.

These minutes were read, corrected, and approved.  We closed with worship at 4:30 p.m., purposing to next meet in 5th month, at Ben Lomond Quaker Center.

