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           Agate Passage Friends Meeting serves people west of Seattle in the areas of North Kitsap county and Bainbridge Island.  The meeting house (Seabold Hall) is located at the north end of Bainbridge Island near the Agate Passage bridge which joins the two areas.  

        The origins of the Meeting date to 1967 when an advertisement in the local Bainbridge Review newspaper gathered together friends for our original Worship Group.  In time this group was laid down.  About 1982 Friends from San Juan Island moved to Indianola and started a worship group.  As news of this worship group spread, Friends from Bainbridge Island joined them.  By 1985, the Indianola - Bainbridge Island Worship Group held regular meetings for worship in homes in Indianola, throughout North Kitsap, and on Bainbridge Island.  By 1991, this group was renamed to the Agate Passage Worship Group and met twice a month at Seabold Hall on Bainbridge Island.
           The highlight of 2003 was our establishment as a Monthly Meeting by Pacific Northwest Quarterly Meeting on April 26th.  This decision ended a year and half of seasoning processes by ourselves, University Meeting, and the Quarter.  During this time we had a series of seminars to help us be better prepared for our additional responsibilities.  At the close of the year we had 11 members; 10 by transfer and 1 by convincement.  While we rejoice in our new members, we are mostly attenders.  Our attendance at worship remains in the 20 - 30 range.  We worship in deep silence which often includes some spoken ministry.

          In May we decided to meet for Worship at Seabold Hall every First Day.  Then in July we approved holding a Monthly Meeting for Business instead of decades long practice of doing business every two months.

          In the fall of 2002 we considered an offer to change our Meeting House to a different site.  After a seasoning process, the offer was withdrawn.  And the group decided to do some work on visioning the future.  The first event was in February of 2004.  At which time, these are some of the words we used to describe our Meeting:

  pregnant, growing, satisfying, comfortable, contemplative, gently restrictive, uninspiring, welcoming, rigid, unpredictable, formal, new, circle of friends, uneven, mildly confused, and unpretentious.
           We’ve geared up for a children's program throughout the year even though we had no regularly attending children.  We had a box of resources available, and there were adults ready to lead the children and young people in learning activities when they did come.  Our kids helped us enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt in the spring and the Christmas Celebration in the winter.
        We had several potlucks through the year, including a special one on the beach at Judy Brown's home.  It was our celebration at becoming a Monthly Meeting.  Our Ministry and Counsel Committee and our Peace and Social Concerns Committee added great vitality to our Meeting.

           The year ended with sadness at the passing of Arthur Barnett.  He and his wife, Virginia, were founding members of University Meeting, and played critical roles in getting our Worship Group organized.  As a law student, Arthur took up the case of his Japanese-American classmate who with his family and other Japanese-Americans was forcibly relocated to internment camps during World War II.  After pursuing the case throughout his working career and arguing it before the Supreme Court, Arthur rejoiced on the day when the Supreme Court agreed that the forced relocations were unjust.  He and his wife occasionally joined us for worship, and at Christmas he would often play his harmonica.  This Christmas, it was silent.
Members:

          start of year           0

          transfer in            10

          convincement        1

          transfer out            0

          death                      0

          withdrawn             0

          removal                 0

                                       __

          end of year           11

          

Death:  Arthur Barnett (member of University Friends Meeting)

Births:  None

Marriage:  None

